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for the Guru, and allowed him to depart on his
return journey to Amritsar. The Pransangali was
subsequently stolen by a pretended saclhu, or holy

man.1

CHAPTER VII

Guru Arjan now felt the necessity of laying clown
rules for the guidance of his followers in the per-
formance of their daily religious duties and expia-
tory rites. This course would reduce his religion to
consistency, and hinder divergent tenets and rituals.
That consummation, however, could only be attained
when the exact words of the Gurus were permanently
recorded in one grand volume. The Guru was
strengthened in this determination by information
he continually received that Prithia was composing
religious hymns of his own which he described as the
compositions of Guru Nanak and his successors, and
the ignorant populace had not sufficient intelligence
to discriminate. Guru Amar Das, in the twenty-
third and twenty-fourth pauris of the Anancl, had
decided that only the real hymns of the Guru should
be repeated and reverenced by Sikhs. Accordingly,
such compositions should be collected and arranged
for the guidance of the faithful Nothing but evil
could result from the hymns which Prithia endea-
voured to impose upon the public.

In addition to the hymns of the Gurus, Guru
Arjan praised the compositions of Gur Das, especially
his ' Waran '. Being thus commended, Gur Das
volunteered to. go to Goinclwal, to Mohan, elder son
of the third Guru, for the volumes containing the
Guru's compositions. Gur Das, however, failed to
attract Mohan's attention. He had locked himself
in his house, and was said to be intent on his devo-
tions. Gur Das remained knocking at his door for

* A printed Pransangali on the science of fog can now be pur-
chased, but the Sikhs do not accept it as genuine.